HIST 80 (SPRING 1994): WOMEN AND GENDER IN LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY



Sarah C. Chambers	Office Hours:

Hamilton Hall 509	Tues. 1:45�3:30 p.m.

962�8085	Th. 10:00�11:15 a.m.

e�mail: chambers.ham@mhs.unc.edu (weekdays)	Or by appointment



GOALS OF THIS COURSE:



To assess the continuities and changes in the lives of Latin American women over 500 years of history. For the various historical periods we will study, you should be able to:



*Relate the personal experiences of women (as described in life histories and personal testimonies) to broader trends in Latin American societies. 

*Compare and contrast the experiences of different groups of women according to factors such as race and class. 

*Define the ideal norms of behavior for women and men, and relate those norms to the dominant ideology of the age. 

*Compare those norms to the behavior of real women based on readings and discussions of in4frvIews and testimonies. 

*Evaluate whether the difference between ideal norms and actual behavior is the result of women's active resistance.



To acquire basic skills used by historians in general and particularly those who study women's history. By the end of the semester you should be able to:



*Critically analyze primary documents, including life history testimonies. keeping in mind the context in which they were written. 

*Identify an author's thesis and evaluate how well she supports it. 

*Write a logical and coherent argument of your own. 

*Evaluate how film represents women's experiences In comparison to historical texts and life histories.



READING



The readings for the course will include articles by historians, primary documents, life histories and personal testimonies. It is important that you do the readings before the appropriate class periods. Plan ahead so that you will not get behind. (Note that the amount of reading peaks at mid�semester��weeks 7 and 8.) Because there is no standard text, I have put together a lengthy (and unfortunately expensive) coursepak which you can buy at COPYTRON on the corner of Franklin and Columbia Streets. In addition, there are two books for sale at the Student Store:



Margaret Sayers Peden, ed., A Woman of Genius: The Intellectual Autobiocrraphy of Sor Juana In6z de la Cruz. Lime Rock Press, 1982.



Alicia Partnoy. The Little School: Tales of'Disappearance and Survival in Argentina. (1986).



A copy of each book and the coursepak will also be put on reserve at the Undergraduate Library.



PARTICIPATION:



One of the primary forms of participation will be discussion. Ten (10) times during the semester (weeks 3�7 and 9�13) we will meet in small sections to talk about the readings and think through issues together. (Our regular class meetings on those weeks will last only 50 instead of 75 minutes in order to make time for sections��probably on Thurs. afternoons or Friday mornings.) In order to create a good climate for everyone to participate, please follow these discussion guidelines:



*Be ready to share and explain your opinions. Feel free to disagree with others, but be specific in your own assertions and back them up with evidence. 

*Listen carefully and respond to other members of the group. Be willing to change your mind when someone demonstrates an error in�your logic or use of facts. 

*Do not hesitate to ask  for clarification of any point or term you do not understand. 

*Make your point succinctly, avoid repetition, and stick to the subject.



To get the most out of our discussions, we must be prepared. That means you are responsible for having read that session's material and for having thought through any questions given out ahead of time. You will also be expected to bring to section a brief written reaction (1 or 2 paragraphs) to one of those questions. These comments will be collected on random weeks and evaluated with a check (adequate), check plus (outstanding), or check minus (insufficient).



In addition to discussion, you will be expected to participate in either a debate or a role play. (Details to follow in handout.)



Finally, participation will include viewing films about women in Latin America. Six films will be shown on selected Wednesday evenings. (If you cannot make the public screening, videos will be on reserve for about 10 days afterward.) You will have to do a written reflection on 2 of these films (one before spring break and one after.)



Please note that 20% of your grade will be based on participa�tion, including: attendance and participation at discussions, role play or debate, written comments, and film evaluations.



PAPERS



In addition to discussion, you will have a chance to react to ideas, issues and questions that arise from the readings in three

(3) papers (4 to 5 pages, typed, double�spaced). They should not be simply book reports or summaries (and do not involve extra reading), but rather your analysis of a given topic. Specific instructions for the papers will follow in a separate handout.



The official policy of the College of Arts and Sciences includes that "Instructors should help students realize the integral relationship between thinking clearly and writing clearly. . . faculty in all disciplines should require their students to write well." Students who would like assistance with their writing skills are encouraged to consult with the Writing Center, Basement of Phillips Annex (962�7710).



Each paper will count for 20% of your final grade. (Probable due dates: Feb. 7, March 3, April 8.)



EXAMS



There will be no midterm exams. There will be a final essay exam, which will count for 20% of your final grade.



HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE



*Attend lectures and discussion sections consistently.

*Keep up with the readings.

*If something is not clear, ask a question.

*Clarify expectations with the TA or Professor.





COURSE SCHEDULE



WEEK 1: FOUNDATIONS



JAN. 11: INTRODUCTION TO THE CLASS AND TO LATIN AMERICA



JAN. 13: INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN'S HISTORY

Reading:

*Joan Wallach Scott, "Women's History," in Gender and the Politics of History (New York: Columbia University Press, 1988), pp. 15�27.



UNIT I: COLONIZED WOMEN



WEEK 2: WOMEN BEFORE 1492

	

	*Compare and contrast the position of women in different societies.

	*Evaluate the argument that ties the subordination of women 	to the rise of state societies.



JAN. 18: PRE�COLUMBIAN SOCIETIES

Reading:

*June Nash, "The Aztecs and the Ideology of Male Dominance," Signs 4:21 (1978): 349�362.

*Irene Silverblatt, "The Universe Has Turned Inside Out ... There is No Justice for Us Here': Andean Women under Spanish Rule," in Women and Colonization, pp. 149�160.



JAN. 20: EARLY MODERN SPAIN



WEEK 3: THE AGE OF CONQUEST: JUST A MASCULINE AFFAIR? 



*Identify the roles played by women during the conquest and in establishing colonial societies. 

*Compare and contrast the consequences of the conquest for different women: elite and commoner, Spanish and Native American.



JAN. 25: THE CONQUEST OF AMERICA

Begin reading for Jan. 27.



JAN. 26: FILM: "Blood Wedding"



JAN. 27: THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COLONIAL SOCIETIES

Reading:

*Silverblatt, "'The Universe Has Turned Inside Out," pp. 160�185.

*June Nash, "Aztec Women: Tfie Transition from Status to Class in Empire and Colony," in women and Colonization, pp. 134�148.

*Donald Chapman, "Isabel Moctezuma: Pioneer of Mestizaje," in Struggle and survival, pp. 176�186.



WEEK 4: COLONIAL IDEALS AND REALITIES 



*Explain the Spanish concept of honor as it applied to men and women, and how it played into marriage strategies. 

*Critically evaluate the differences between norms and behavior. (Can women depart from the norm without dixectly challengIng it?) 

*Analyze the writings of Sor Tuana (primary document). (Although she so exceptional, are there some connections between her experiences and those of "common" women?)



FEB. 1: WIVES AND MOTHERS OR WIDOWS AND WITCHES

Reading:

*Sarah Chambers, "Witches, Mystics, and the Devil: The 'Magical' Mediation of Gender Relations in Colonial Mexico.

*Solange Alberro, "Beatriz de Padilla: Mistress and Mother," in Struggle and Survival, pp. 247�256.



FEB. 3: PIOUS NUNS OR INDEPENDENT MYSTICS?

Reading:

*Susan Soeiro, "Catarina de Monte Sinay: Nun and Entrepreneur," in Struggle and Survival, pp. 257�273.

*Margaret Sayers Peden, ed., A Woman of Genius: The Intellectual Autobiography of Sor Juana Inez de la Cruz. (Line Rock Press, 1982), pp. 26�35 and 58�99.



WEEK 5: BREAKING DOWN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SPHERES

	

	*Based on lectures, and life histories, evaluate the role of women in the colonial economy.

*Explain how patriarchy within the family served as a model for society.

*Use the concept of paternalism as the basis for analyzing an elite description of a corn riot (primary document).



FEB. 8: WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN THE ECONOMY

Reading:

*Edith Couturier, "Micaela Angela Carrillo: Widow and Pulque Dealer," in Struggle and Survival, pp. 362�375.



FEB. 10: GOVERNANCE THROUGH PATERNALISM

Reading:

*Carlos Siguenza y Gongora, "Letter to Admiral Pez" (1692), pp. 210�211, 219�220, and 243�277.



UNIT II: THE LONG NINETEENTH CENTURY



WEEK 6: THE ERA OF INDEPENDENCE 



*Identify the role of women in the independence movements. 

*Construct an argument: Did independence change women's roles In society? If so was that change significant?



FEB. 15: WOMEN DURING THE MOVEMENTS FOR INDEPENDENCE

Reading:

*Silvia Arrom, The Women of Mexico City, pp. 14�52 and 81�97.

*Gertrude M. Yeager, "Juana Manuela Gorriti: Writer in Exile," in The Human Tradition: The 19th Century, pp. 114�127.



FEB. 16: FILM: "Gertrudis Bocanegra"



FEB. 17: THE STATUS OF WOMEN AFTER INDEPENDENCE

Reading:	Arrom (above).







WEEK 7: ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CHANGES 



*Analyze how structural changes such as capitalism, urbanization, and the spread of education changed the lives of women of different classes. 

*Identify the themes women addressed in their artistic and literary works, and the reaction of society to such women. 

*Evaluate the extent to which Nacceptableo roles for women changed during this transitional period.



FEB. 22: WOMEN AND.LABOR

Reading:

*K.	Lynn Stoner, Chap. 9 "Fields, Factories, and Feminists," from The House to the streets, pp. 167�184.

*Donna J. Guy, "Emilio and Gabriela Coni: Reformers, Public Health, and Working Women," in The Human Tradition: 19th Century, pp. 233�248.



FEB. 23: FILM: "Frida Kahlo"



FEB. 24: FEMALE ARTISTS AND WRITERS

Reading:

*Susan K. Besse, "Pagu: Patricia Galvao��Rebel," in The Human Tradition in Latin America: 20th century, pp. 103�117.

*Patricia Galvao, "Selections from Industrial Park," in Women's Writing in Latin America, pp. 35�60.

*Gabriela Mistral, "The Absent Mother," in Women's Writing in Latin America, pp. 27�29.

*Julia de Burgos, "Poem," in Women's Writing in Latin America, 11�12.

*Alfonsina Storni, "Poems," in Contemporary Women Authors of Latin America, pp. 64�67.

*Harold Guy Bensusan, "Carlos Gardel and the Tango," in The Human Tradition: 20th Century, pp. 161�180.



WEEK 8: POLITICAL MOVEMENTS



*Identify the roles of ' women and men �in the reform movements of the late�nineteenth and early�twentieth centuries: did they have the same goals? 

*Explain the differing positions between socialists and reformists on the 'woman's question. 

*Evaluate early feminism: To what degree did it challenge traditional roles for women? To what degree did it perpetuate those roles? How inclusive was it as a movement? 

*Are men necessarily conservative and women progressive?



MAR. 1: EARLY FEMINIST MOVEMENTS

Reading:

*June E. Hahner, "Feminism, Women's Rights, and the Suffrage Movement in Brazil, 1850�1932," Latin American Research Review 15:1 (1980): 86�103 and 108�111.

*K. Lynn Stoner, "Ofelia Dominguez Navarro: The Making of a Cuban Socialist Feminist," in The Human Tradition: 20th Century, pp. 119�140.

*Paulina Luisi, "Speech," in Women's Writing in Latin America, pp. 249�253.



MAR. 3: LIBERAL MEN AND CONSERVATIVE WOMEN?

Reading:

*K.	Lynn Stoner, "On Men Reforming the Rights of Men," Cuban Studies 21 (1991): 83�100.

*Sandra F. McGee, "Right�Wing Female Activists in Buenos Aires," in Women and the Social Structure of Society, pp. 85�97.







UNIT III: THE TWENTIETH CENTURY



WEEK 9:	WOMEN OF THE POPULAR CLASSES

	

	*What factors do we have to consider when analyzing oral testimonies?

	*Use life histories and testimonies of women to compare and 	contrast the experiences of rural and urban women, and to discuss issues of continuity and change in the family.



MAR. 15: RURAL AND URBAN LIVES

Reading:

*Ruth Behar, "Rage and Redemption: Reading the Life Story of a Mexican Marketing Woman," Feminist Studies 16:2 (1990): 223�258.

*Elvia Alvarado, Don't Be Afraid Gringo, pp. 19�27 and 41�56.

*"Carmen" in Daphne Patai, Brazilian Women Speak, pp. 179�184.

*Carolina Maria de Jesus, "Selections from Diary," in Women's Writing in Latin America, pp. 299�307.



MAR. 16: FILM: "The Secret of Romelia"



MAR. 17: THE FAMILY

Reading:	Same as above.



WEEK 10:	WOMEN AND WORK



	  *Use life histories to analyze whether working in a factory 	changes other aspects of a woman's life (family relationships, social life, goals etc.)

	*Contrast formal and informal employment for women.

	*Construct an argument: Does economic development improve 	the position of women in Latin American society?



MAR. 22: WOMEN AND INDUSTRIALIZATION

Reading:

*Maria Patricia Fernandez�Kelly, For We Are Sold, I and My People: Women and Industry in Mexico's Frontier, pp. 108�150.

*"Sonia" in Brazilian Women Speak, pp. 213�228.



MAR. 24: WOMEN AND THE INFORMAL SECTOR

Reading:

*Ximena Bunster B., "Market Sellers in Lima, Peru," in Women and Poverty in the Third World, pp. 92�103.

*Rigoberta Menchu, "A Maid in the Capital," in I. . . Rigoberta Menchu, pp. 91�101.



WEEK 11:	WOMEN AND REVOLUTION

	

	*Explain the differences between feminist and 	socialist analyses of women's subordination.

	*Identify the reasons why women participated in revolutions or not.

	*Analyze the Cuban Family Code.

	*Construct an argument: Does revolutionary change improve conditions for women?



MAR. 29:  THE CUBAN REVOLUTION

Reading:

*"The Family Code," in Elizabeth Stone, Women and the Cuban Revolution, pp. 140�151.



MAR. 30: FILM: "Portrait of Teresa"



MAR. 31: THE NICARAGUAN REVOLUTION

Reading:

*Maxine Molyneux, "Mobilization without Emancipation? Women's Interests, the state, and Revolution in Nicaragua," Feminist Studies 11:2 (1985): 227�254.

*Margaret Randall, Sandino's Daughters, pp. 59�79 and 129�137.

*Denis Lynn Daley Heyck, Life Stories of the Nicaraguan Revolutian, pp. 217�226 and 272�284.



WEEK 12: WOMEN UNDER AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES



*Explain why some women supported military coups while others did not.

*Evaluate whether women and men were affected differently by human rights abuses. 

*Analyze whether women's participation in politics is necessarily progressive or conservative. Do conservative and l1beral women share common assumptions about female roles and ideals?



APR. 5: MILITARY COUPS AND RIGHT�WING WOMEN

Reading:

*Begin Alicia Partnoy, The Little School: Tales of Disappearance and Survival in Argentina (1986).



APR. 7: AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES: IDEOLOGY AND PRACTICE

Reading:

*Finish Partnoy, The Little School.



WEEK 13:	NEW SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND REDEMOCRATIZATION



		*Evaluate the role of women in movements against the 	authoritarian regimes. Why were they politicized? How did they justify their actions? What were their strategies? 	Did they get involved for different reasons than men? Why were women often more at the forefront than men?

		*Contrast these social movements with earlier political 	movements in order to explain why analysts call them "new."

		*Use life histories/testimonies to evaluate how women were 	changed (or not) through their participation in these movements. (For example, did their goals change as they 	went along? Did they confirm or challenge women's traditional roles?)



APR. 12: WOMEN HELP CHANGE SOCIETY

Reading:

*Carmen Feijoo, "The Challenge of Constructing Civilian Peace: Women and Democracy in Argentina," in The Women's Movement in Latin America, pp. 72�94.

*Hebe de Bonafini, "Interview" in Women's Writing in Latin America, pp. 280�289.

*Margorie Agosin, Scraps of Life, pp. 99�103 and 107�114.

*Elvia Alvarado, Don't Be Afraid Gringo, pp. 11�17 and 85�98.



APR. 13: FILM: "The Official Story"



APR. 14: WOMEN ARE CHANGED BY THEIR ACTIVISM

Reading:

*Same as above.







WEEK 14:	SECOND�WAVE FEMINISTS

	

	*Identify the issues addressed by the "new" feminism.

	*Compare and contrast to earlier feminism: what makes these movements "new"?

	*Identify who is involved in recent feminist movements. Are 	there still divisions among women?



APR. 19: THE NEW FEMINISMS

Reading:

*Nancy Saporta Sternbach, et. al., "Feminisms in Latin America: From Bogota to San Bernardo," Signs 17:2 (1992): 393�434.



APR. 21: DIVERSE FEMINISMS: CLASS, ETHNICITY, NATION

Reading:

*Domitila Barrios de Chungara, Let Me Speak!, pp. 194�204.



WEEK IS: WRAP�UP



*Discuss continuity and change for women in Latin American history, in terms of norms, family structure, working conditions.



APR. 26: REFLECTIONS

Reading:

*Isabel Allende, "Clarisa," in The Stories of Eva Luna, pp. 37�51.


